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This paper addresses the concept of “gender” as one of the contemporary notions
that has emerged prominently in international discourse. It seeks to analyze its
various connotations by reviewing its differing definitions, clarifying the
distinctions between it and related terms, and tracing its historical development.
The study also examines the intellectual contexts that contributed to the
formation of this concept, particularly within feminist movements and their

evolving trajectories.

On the analytical level, the paper ofters an objective jurisprudential reading of
the content of gender, based on distinguishing between its positive aspects—
namely, its call to eliminate injustice, achieve justice, and safeguard women’s

dignity, principles that are consistent with the higher objectives of Islamic law
(Maqasid al-Shari‘a)—and its ideological dimensions that extend beyond this

framework, such as calls to blur the innate differences between the sexes and to
redefine human identity and family relations in ways that conflict with

established religious principles and societal values.

The paper concludes by emphasizing the necessity of adopting a balanced
approach to the concept of gender, one that accepts what aligns with justice and
human dignity while rejecting what contradicts innate human disposition (fitra)

and Islamic legal rulings, thereby achieving equilibrium in family structure and

preserving social stability.

Keywords: gender, sex, family, contemporary legal issues.
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